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ESG, what’s it all about?

What is it?
ESG investing means taking environmental, social and governance issues 
into consideration when making an investment. 

Concerns how 
corporations interact 
with the physical 
environment, such as 
climate change and 
water pollution.

Looks at the impact 
companies have on 
society and communities, 
including human rights, 
labour standards and 
data security.

Focuses on how 
companies are governed, 
including board diversity, 
ownership and executive 
compensation.

How is ESG taken into account when making an investment?
At a high level there are really two broad areas that ESG considerations can 
be embedded into investments.  

Investment Integration

Building ESG into a fund by  
investing more in companies with 
better environmental, social and 
governance credentials.  

For example companies can be scored 
on an individual basis based on their 
ESG credentials and the fund may 
choose to invest more in better scoring 
companies and less in companies with 
lower ESG ratings.

ESG at Aviva Investors

At Aviva Investors, ESG is an investment belief. By building responsibility into all  
our investment processes, we aim to improve our risk management and investment 
performance while at the same time help to create more sustainable investment 
solutions fit for the future. As a responsible investor, we use our scale and influence  
help us drive the change required to build a  future our clients are able to retire into.

Active Ownership

Investment managers can meet with, 
engage and influence companies held 
in the fund on issues such as board 
diversity,  human rights abuses or 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Investment managers can have a say  
in how these companies are run by 
voting at company AGMs to encourage 
responsible behaviour. 



Page 2 of 3  |  Aviva Investors – ESG know how

Aviva Investors – our ESG capabilities

20+ ESG Analysts

In-house ESG ratings on equity 
and bond universe

ESG integration 
across all investment funds 

Market leader on active voting 
and company engagements 

1970 1994 2006 2016

2019 Global Investor Group Investment Excellence Awards
Winner – ESG Manager of the Year 

2020 United Nations Principles for Responsible Investment 
A+ Rated – for active ownership 

The United Nations Foundation
Winner – UN Global Leadership Award2018

2020 ShareAction
A Rated – one of 5 out of 75 global investment managers 

2006 20161970 1994
Started actively voting 

at company AGMs
First asset manager to publish 

Corporate Governance Voting Policy
Founding signatory of United Nations 

Principles for responsible investing 
Joined European Commission’s High‑Level 

Group Experts on Sustainable Finance
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Important information

The name “Aviva Investors” as used here refers to the global organisation of affiliated asset management 
businesses operating under the Aviva Investors name. Each Aviva Investors affiliate is a subsidiary of Aviva plc, a 
publicly-traded financial services company headquartered in the United Kingdom.

The information in this document is general in nature and has not been designed to take into account the particular 
circumstances of any investor or class of investors, their investment objectives or needs. Before making any investment 
based on any information in this document, recipients should consider the appropriateness of the information having 
regard to their financial situation, objectives, and needs. Investing in the financial products and or services described in 
this document is not without significant risk, including the risk of delays in the ability to redeem any investment, the risk 
of loss of capital invested or income expected to be derived, and share, unit or market price fluctuations. Prospective 
investors are strongly advised to seek their own financial advice about the merits of any investment.

Any opinions expressed are based on the internal forecasts of Aviva Investors and should not be relied upon as indicating 
any guarantee or assurance of return from an investment or strategy managed by Aviva Investors. No part of this 
document is intended to constitute advice or a recommendation of any nature. The value of an investment can go down 
as well as up and can fluctuate in response to changes in the foreign exchange rates of the currencies in which underlying 
investments are denominated.

Past performance is not a guide to future performance. Performance figures shown are sourced from Aviva Investors 
unless indicated otherwise, on the pricing and income reinvestment basis stated.

The distribution and offering of shares may be restricted by law in certain jurisdictions. This document is not and should 
not be taken or construed as a recommendation, solicitation or offer either (i) by anyone in any jurisdiction in which such 
an offer, recommendation or solicitation is not authorised or (ii) to any person in any jurisdiction to whom it is unlawful 
to make such an offer, recommendation or solicitation.

You are not authorised to redistribute this document nor qualified to make any offer, representation or contract on behalf 
of Aviva Investors on the basis of this document.

Telephone calls to Aviva Investors may be recorded for training or monitoring purposes.

Aviva Investors Asia Pte. Limited, a company incorporated under the laws of Singapore with registration 
number 200813519W, holds a valid Capital Markets Services Licence to carry out fund management 
activities issued under the Securities and Futures Act (Singapore Statute Cap.289) and is an Exempt 
Financial Adviser for the purposes of the Financial Advisers Act (Singapore Statute Cap. 110).Registered 
Office: 1 Raffles Quay, #27-13 South Tower, Singapore 048583.
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Except where stated as otherwise, the source of all information is Aviva Investors as at 31 May 2021.




